
 

 

ON THE NATURE OF 
KNOWLEDGE  
A course by visiting professor GÜNTHER FLECK  

(retired Head of Department of Psychology and Educational Science of 

the Austrian National Defence Academy). 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

In this course, a systems theory approach is presented to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of how 

knowledge is acquired. Emphasizing the dynamic 

interplay between the knowing subject and the known 

object, the course challenges traditional conceptions of 

objective knowledge, and explores the ways in which 

human cognition, representation, language, and emotion 

influence the research process. 

 

SCHEDULE 
 

TIME: 16:00–19:00 

 

DATES AND TOPICS 

• September 15: The Scientist and the Object 

• October 13: Scientist–Object Relationship 

• November 10: Scientific Observation and Thinking 

• December 1: Natural vs. Social Sciences 

 

PLACE 
in-person: ELTE TáTK (1117 Budapest, Pázmány Péter sétány 1/A, Room 1.71 on the 1st floor) 

or online  

 

CREDITS AND REQUIREMENTS 
For 5 ECTS students are required to submit a short essay (4–6 pages) after the seminar, 

reflecting on course content and applying course concepts to a chosen theme. 

 

More info: Melinda Szabo, PhD student (97.melinda.szabo@gmail.com)  
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